














programs, most notably basketball,
occupied the auditorium which also
served as an instruction area for
activities such as golf and archery.

STILL SERVING
THE
COMMUNITY

“Today things have not really
changed all that much. The
Community House is still serving the
needs of most of the citizens and is, in
essence, the hub of activities in the city.
Its location just to the west of Central
Memorial Park makes it an ideal focal
point for the residents of Two Rivers.

“The Recreation Department, along
with the Senior Citizens Center and the
Youth Center are the most extensive
users of the Community House, and a
variety of annual and special events,
sponsored by civic, fraternal, and
religious organizations, are scheduled
throughout the year.

“Of the many activities, the
following is just an example of some of
the goings-on at this busy place.

“The Recreation Department, under
the direction of Howard Perry, has its
offices located in the facility and
schedules many of its programs for the
Community House.

“The gymnasium, for instance, is
used for the volleyball and basketball
programs, as well as special events
sponsored by the TRRD, such as a
dartball tournament.

“There is also a weight room,
raquetball/handball court and six
bowling alleys open for use by the
public.

“The TRRD also sponsors an annual
city-wide bowling tournament in its
own alleys, and a dance revue, given by
the Lori Marit dancers. The revue
usually takes place in June following
three, 10-week instructional sessions,
in ballet, tap and jazz dance for youth
and children. The instruction, led by
Marit, takes place also in the
Community House and is part of the
TRRD’s extensive programming . . .

“The Senior Citizen Center was
formulated to improve the quality of
life for all persons 55 years of age and
over, so states it purpose.

“An if numbers are any indication of
how successful the center has been in
meeting its purpose, than it is
extremely successful.

“The center, which was built as an
addition to the Community House a
little more than five years ago, has a
membership of about 1400, and is
officially designated as a multi-
purpose center.

“By definition it is a community
center, a service center, a nutrition
center, an education center, a health
center and a recreational center. All
areas offer programs designed to offer
that ‘improved quality of life’.

“The hot lunch and the Meals-on-
Wheels program are two of the most
popular offered by the nutrition center,

ARCHERY
Youth & Children
Starts Mon., Jan. 11, 1982
G.A.A.
Starts Wed., Jan. 13, 1982
Adults
Starts Wed., Jan. 13, 1982

BASKETBALL PROGRAM
Grade School Boys' & Girls'
Grades 5 thru 8
Starts Sat., Jan. 9, 1982

BASKETBALL LEAGUES
Men's
Starts Dec., 1981
Young men's
Starts Jan., 1982

BOWLING
Grade Instructional
Announced thru Schools
Starts Oct. 19, 1981
Holiday House
Fri. 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Open Bowling
Sat. 1-6 p.m.
Sun. Noon-5:30 p.m., 8-10 p.m.
Ladies’ League
Tues. & Thurs. Evenings g
Couples League
Fri. & Sat. Evenings
Senior Citizens
Thurs. 9:30-Noon
Mon. & Thurs. 1-3 p.m.
Wed. 9:30-Noon
Men's League
Mon. & Wed. Evenings
Youth Center
Sun. 5:30-8 p.m.

DANCE INSTRUCTIONS
Children & Youth
Ballet, Tap & Jazz

| Starts Sept. 25, 1981

3 ten week sessions,

followed by a Revue

LADIES’ DANCE & EXERCISE
Starts Mon., Oct. 19, 1981
Mon., Jan. 4, 1982
Mon., Mar. 1, 1982
Classes at 7-8 p.m. & 8-9 p.m.

FOOTBALL
Men’s Touch Football
Starts Thurs., Sept. 17, 1981
Tackle Football
Junior Ramblers (Contact Don Buth)

LADIES’ PHYSICAL FITNESS
Starts Oct. 20, 1981
Jan. 12, 1982
Mar. 16, 1982
6:30-8 p.m. & 8-9:30 p.m.
OPEN GYM
Youth 5th thru 12th Grades
Starts Sat., Jan. 23, 1982
Tickets at door
High School Phy. Ed. Unit 1-4 p.m.

1981 — TWO RIVERS RECREATION
DEPARTMENT — 1982
FALL AND WINTER PROGRAMS

(PLEASE CLIP AND SAVE)

GOLF
Youth & Aduits
Monday or Thursday Evenings
Starts March 18, 1982

HALLOWEEN PARTIES
Saturday, Oct. 31, 1981
7th & 8th Graders 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Youth Center, 7-10:30 p.m.

ICE SKATING
Walsh, Washington, Magee, Koenig,
and Vets Rinks, during season

KARATE
Watch for announcement
Start approximately Nov. 16, 1981

RIFLERY

Youth 12 and older

Starts Mon., Jan. 11, 1982

G.A.A.

Starts Tues., Jan. 12, 1982

Hunter's Safety

Starts Sept. 10, 1981 &
Mar. 23, 1982

SENIOR CITIZENS
Adults 55 and older
Meetings Mon. & Wed., at 7 p.m.
Community House Senior Center

SWIM

Children & Youth Instructional

Sat. mornings: 10:30-11:15 a.m. &
11:15-Noon

Starts Oct. 5, 1981 & Jan. 16, 1982

Ladies’ (Instructional & Recreation)

Thursdays, 7:45-8:45 p.m.

Starts Jan. 14, 1982

Family & Adult Swim

Thursdays, 6:15-7:45 p.m.

Tickets at door

Child 60¢, Adults $1.35

Starts Jan. 14, 1982

Sunday Open Swim

2:30-4:30 p.m., Tickets at door

Child 60¢, Adults $1.35

Starts Jan. 10, 1982

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUES
Organizational meetings
Sept. 3, 1981
Ladies’, Men's, and Couples
Leagues, Starts early
October, 1981

WRESTLING
Grades 3 thru 8th
Starts Feb. 2, 1982
Youth Center
Grades 9 thru 12
Wed., Fri., Sat. Evenings
Community House Lobby Upstairs

YOUTH SOCIAL CENTER

7th & 8th Graders
Watch for special notices

Tues & Thurs.

GENERAL INFORMATION: All registrations must be made at the Community House Office, unless
otherwise specified. Office is located on south side of the new addition, off of 17th St. No registrations by

hone. Office hours weekdays 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m. to noon and 12:30 to 4:30 p.m-
ﬁlon-residenls accepted at an added fee. For further information ﬁhone the Recreation Office 793-1338,
Bowiling Alleys 793-1339, Senior Center 793-1330, or after office hours 794-1513. Bldg. schedulings and

recreation program information available only at 793-1338. Also, please watch and listen for specid

releases concerning programs.




which last year numbered more than
95,000 participants.

“Many more take part in the
recreational programs offered at the
Community House, the musical
programs, the physical fitness classes,
the card parties, the trips and the
pumerous counseling services on all
manner of subjects. Health care and
educational programs are set up to
encourage seniors to continue to be
independent and to learn.

“There are many, many more
activities and programs available to
the seniors through the center, which is
supported through the recreation
department.

“Marilyn Quirk is the leader of the
Senior Citizen Center, which last year
had a total participation of more than
75,000 in all its programs. The centeris
open from 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

“The Youth Center is on the other
end of the spectrum from the Senior
Center in location and in those it
serves.

“Located in the lobby area of the
Community House, the Youth Center,
too, is supported through the
recreation department, and as such,
has available to it all the TRRD
facilities in the Community House.

“Under the leadership of Lou Ann
Wojta, the center actually serves as a
meeting place for the youth of Two
Rivers in grades nine through 12. It is
open daily from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and
the membership is $1.00 per year.

“Last year nearly 300 youths held
memberships and took advantage of
the center’s program.

“In addition to the TRRD facilities,
the center also has pool tables, pinball
machines, foosball, bumper pool and a
jukebox to enjoy.
~ “Along with Wojta, a youth council
1s responsible for the governing of the
actions of the youth of the center and
for the planning of special events.

“Monthly dances, an adult dance
every spring, an appreciation banquet
n the summer, a pool tournament and
a yearbook autographing session are
Some of the events sponsored by the
Center,

“Last year also, the center agreed to
take over the Cerebal Palsy Telethon
for the city . ..

“Special events and annual affairs
Make up alarge part of the Community

ouse schedule each year.

. “The Lion’s smelt fry held in March
1S among the most popular events, and

e Kiwanis stage show, and the Police
and Fire Association Programs, too,

raw a great deal of interest. And the

otary Club hosts an annual
&nniversary party for the Senior
enter,

“A variety of musical groups will
Perform at the Community House from
time to time, and the Municipal Band
Practices there (in the senior center), as
Well as the Hamilton Choir during the

—_

Christmas season.

“An of course it is still utilized as a
meeting place for such groups as the
Jaycees and the Hamilton and
Paragon Goodfellowship Clubs, who
incidently also have annual
Thanksgiving and Christmas parties
in the facility.

“While not what it once was in terms
of modern facilities, the Community
House, with its rich tradition,
continues to serve the people in Two
Rivers in many ways . ..”

The following were listed in the
October 1981 Senior Center newsletter:
Committee on Aging: Alex Flemal -
chairperson, Ruth Roemer, Arlene
LaMarsh, Hilary Short, Harris
Gibeault, Doug Lesperance, Leona
Doerfler, Marcella Shiman and
Harvey Holschbach.

The advisory committee includes;
Henry Greenwood, Eva Domnitz,
Joseph Siebold, Erwin Waskow,
Harold Bruechert, Rev. Robert

Sullivan and Hilary Rath.

Monday Club officers are: Leona
Doerfler, Betty Wachtel, Henry
Greenwood, Betty Schnorr and
Mildred Stickney.

Wednesday Club officers are:
Marcella Schiman, Ella Brunner,
Clarence Hovie and Eugenie LaFond.

Sunshine Committee: Eva Domnitz,
Erv and Ruth Waskow, Myrtle Lodl
and Dorothy Malkowski.

Instructors: Needle Club - Emma
Shavlik; Bingo callers - Alex and
Adeline Flemal; Creative Writing -
Dick Hurlbut.

In the Thursday, September 17, 1981
issue of the Herald Times-Reporter,
staff writer, John Rooney, wrote about
the upcoming rededication ceremony
held September 19, 1981.

Much of what is included in that
article was stated in previous articles
so we will include here only a few
excerpts which will provide additional
background.

Community House Rededication is
Saturday in Two Rivers

“... Hamilton had originally planned
to donate $100,000 for a swimming pool
but then upped the donation to
$150,000 provided the city obtain a
suitable site, centrally located, and
then maintain the building (Community
Center) once complete.

“The city did eventually acquire the
property needed, in the vicinity of
Central Park but not before second
thoughts about the need for such a
facility and the acquisition of a site
came up in City Council sessions in the
fall of 1929, forcing Hamilton to with-
draw his offer because of the bickering
among councilmen, and the delays
caused.

“‘When obstructionists step in to
hold up progress in regard to acquiring
a site, and have tied the matter up so
that it is at a standstill, that is a little
too much for me to tolerate,” said
Hamilton on November 4, 1929. ‘They
have gotten into an argument over the
proposed building and I feel that it is
no use to go any further.

“‘However, when the city is in shape
to offer a site, and I am still alive, I
might reconsider the offer.’

“Hamilton did reconsider once the
property was acquired but by the time
the project was complete, the price tag
had risen to more than two times his
original donation . ..”

FIVE OTHERS HONORED
“J.E. Hamilton was the ‘man of the
hour’ during dedication ceremonies . ..
on April 15, 1931 . . . But Hamilton,
himself honored found time to honor

five distinguished natives of Two
Rivers.

“A bronze plaque, inscribed with the
names of the five was donated by
Hamilton and hung in the entrance
way to the building. It still hangs there
today.

“The five men were Thomas J.
Walsh, United States Senator, Montana;
Louis A. Kahlenberg, Professor of
Chemistry, University of Wisconsin;
Herman Schlundt, Professor of Chemi-
stry, University of Missouri; Solomon
Huebner, Professor of Economics,
Wharton School, University of Penn-
sylvania; and H.E. Pierpont, vice
president, Chicago, Milwaukee and St.
Paul Railway.

“The five were all born in Two Rivers
between 1859 and 1882.

“Hamilton donated the plaque as an
inspiration to youth, emphasizing the
hard work ethic as the means to
success.

“The plaque reads: ‘This tablet is
erected in honor of the distinguished
sons of Two Rivers, whose names are
engraved below. May their service to
mankind be an inspiration to our
young people for coming generations. ..

“‘The young man who fits himself
for leadership, will have responsibility
thrust upon him, and become a leader
in his chosen profession.

“‘Hard work, and a determination to
succeed, is the only sure road to success.”




- J.E. Hamilton
Community House
A Tribute
Yesterday and
Today

Much has been written about James
Edward “J.E.” Hamilton from his
birth on May 19, 1852 to his death on
July 10, 1940. His name as the Herald
Times article stated, “will live on
forever in Two Rivers”.

And while the stories talk about his
exciting early years and his creations
which began with wood and which
lead to the development and growth of
a company known far and wide, it is
the Community House built of Stone
and Steel which over the years has
provided a continuing living tribute to
his foresight.

Perhaps it can best be summed up
with the concluding words on the
rededication article in with the writer
states, “Oh, for the vision of J.E.
Hamilton.”

The original lounge.

Recreation Directors

Art Eckleyitiant tr .t 1935-1945
Patiloynaughie ok ot st 1945-1946
G CLEase e 1946-1957
Ered Reich ..o ilcsln ol 1957-0000
CoE@age ] 8, s 1957-1960
Robert Hazard ........... 1960-1970
Howard Perry ........... 1970-0000

PRIDE

Two Rivers for a century to come will be proud of the
magnificent J.E. Hamilton Community House, opened today.

We shall be proud, and our children after us, because the
building is a monument to a son of Two Rivers whose great
material achievements were crowned by a noble generosity to
his native place.

Many men have made fortunes, but too often in their careers
they have lost “the common touch.” Immersed in great affairs,
they have ended in spiritual isolation from their fellows. The
donor of the Community House, however, has endeared himself
to his neighbors by his staunch devotion to the town no less than
by his continual contributions to its welfare.

“We knew him when . . .” men say of those who have sought
the wider field.

The new addition kitchen.
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