














thousandfold, is supplied by those who
have emigrated before us. In our
neighborhood there are still to be had
several farms with 5-20 acres of cleared
land. What single individuals may
expect, who seek work as day laborers
or artisans in America, we know little
about. We have learned that Peter
Tendick and others who have come
over with us earn 10 doll. and board
monthly.® A blacksmith from
Schwaftheim who came over with us
earns 15 doll. per month without
board.—If such single individuals are
inclined to come to Wisconsin, they
should land in Milwaukee, for there the
farmers are not so recent, hence have
more money and consequently a
livelihood is more secure. As we passed
through New York requests for
workmen were numerous, also for
servant girls who receive high wages
in America.—Those who desire to find
employment as clerks in stores should
above all learn the English language.
Efforts in this direction will be
rewarded 100 p Ct. A former German
school teacher told me that as clerk he
earned 120 doll., of which sum 100 doll.
was deducted for board, during the first
year when he was ignorant of the
English language. However, during
the second and third years he earned
300 doll. Such a person however, must
not expect to find employment at all
times.

Now a word about the mode of living
of the Yankees as the born Americans
of English descent are known. After a
breakfast consisting of potatoes, pork,
wheat bread, fried eggs, cake and other
pastry, coffee or tea with sugar, the
Yankee begins his day’s work at 6
o’clock. At 12 o’clock he has his dinner
which is similar to his breakfast.
Afternoons, from 1 to 6 o’clock he again
works, after which he has his supper
which is similar to the two other meals.
Of vegetables the Yankee eats but
little. In the early days their houses,
also those of the settlements, are
extremely simple but clean. The
windows are decorated with white or
colored curtains as are those of the two
story board houses, painted white, of
the older farmers. The walls of the
latter houses are papered, floors and
stairways are covered with carpet. As a
matter of fact the interior is elegant.
Whereas some of the Yankees are clad
miserably but not without bosom shirt,
most of them appear well dressed when
on horseback or on the wagon. The
women appear stylishly dressed,
sometimes on horseback, more
commonly seated next to their
husbands on the wagon seat. Silk
dresses, hats with silk wveils, silk
parasols and umbrellas are nothing
scarce. This sex receives great
attention here and little work is
expected therefrom.— In this
connection it may be well to suggest
that a young man who contemplates

emigration in order to settle down here,
pay his addresses to a girl, for here the
choice is meagre. Moreover, German
girls are more willing to work and do
not smoke, whereas some American
women do.

Now aword about the Indians. These
have been described so often that I
might omit writing about them. I may
state, however, that the first time an
immigrant meets them in the woods
they make an unfavorable impression.
For the most part they are armed with
rifle and bow, live exclusively from
hunting and fishing, and roam from
one place to another. They are said to
be particularly skilled in shooting.
Wherever they go they erect their tents
and lead a lazy life. It is only by seeing
them repeatedly that one gets used to
them. We are by this time, since groups
of from 10-30 frequently pass by,
mostly all on horseback. Occasionally,
they ask for adrink of water or a pipe of
tobacco. One need not fear them. No
longer have they any claim to theland.
The slightest excess on their part
would cause them to be driven away.
Their number is not great. Since, as
already stated, the Indians make their
living off fishing and hunting, they
smell of blood. Inasmuch as the oxen
are shy of the Indians, this is, without
doubt, the cause. Knowing this, the
Indians give the oxen the right of way.

The 4th of July is the festive day
commemorating the declaration of
Independence.

Finally, a few remarks for those who
have decided to migrate. Those who
expect to board themselves on ship
should provide themselves with dried
fruits, dried beef, ham, ‘Rollfleisch’
(beef prepared like sausage, cooked
and pickled in vinegar). In addition
they should provide themselves with
‘Zwieback’ (so-called dried wheat
bread), with fresh cabbage and
‘Sauerkraut’, vinegar, herring, also a
few apples. Other provisions are
prescribed by the agents.—Let no one
forget a cathartic lest he rue it.—For
use on the ship the emigrant should
provide himself with wooden shoes. On
occasions the deck is very wet. As a
result we have suffered from cold feet.
However, the wooden shoes should be
provided with leather soles, otherwise
the wearer would slip constantly.

If possible, the emigrant should start
about the middle of March or early
April. In case he wants to buy congress
land, an arrival later than ours would
prove detrimental. Asis well known, he
should endeavor to convert his cash
into 10 ‘Gulden’ or 20 franc coins, for
these enable him to avoid heavier loss.
The feather beds which we took along
are rendering good service and are
obtainable here only with difficulty.
He should also bring flatirons, coffee
mill, cord and ropes, smaller carpenter
tools, etc. Neither should he forget a
spade or shovel, also a three-pronged

fork. We have found the corresponding
American tools impractical. Woolen
goods are very expensive here. Cheap
cotton goods are poor as well. Those
that are good are expensive. At least
such has been our experiencein several
stores in Sheboygan and Manitowoc.
We know nothing about the prices of
corresponding goods in Milwaukee.
One sees but little linen here. Its place
is taken by cotton. Porcelain and
glassware are expensive. At least the
breakable goods the emigrant should
pack in casks. If properly packed they
will not suffer. Boxes should not weigh
more than 200 pounds. Those who
intend to purchase congress land
should not go to Milwaukee, for such is
only to be had 30 hours to the north of
that city. At present several have
purchased to the north of Rapids (we
live to the south thereof) where among
others Dahlen of Hoerstgen lives. Our
region is favorably situated because of
its proximity to Lake Michigan.
Whereas the farmer who lives 20 to 25
hours in the interior from Milwaukee
loses half of the value of his productsin
their transportation, settlers here can
readily take their products to
Manitowoc. A Prussian quart of milk
costs 2 Sgr., 1 egg 5 Pf., 1 pound of
butter 7 Sgr. Near Milwaukee, where
there are more cows and chickens,
these articles no longer command so
high a price. There a pound of butter
costs only 5 Sgr.—As you observe, the
price of products when compared with
the price of land is much higher here
than in Germany, even if you add
thereto the cost of clearing which
amounts to 15-16 Thlr. Pr. Crt.

We have not over-praised the
conditions in Wisconsin. We have told
the naked truth and have depicted the
shadows as well as the sunshine.

ISee No. 2 o the Ausw. am Niederrh [Der
Auswanderer am Niederrhein].

2The same complaint is made by Mr. Kloten who
traveled on the same ship, the ‘Argonaute’.
Likewise, he was very much dissatisfied with the
unfriendly attitude of the captain.

3Since prices occur throughout the letter, the
following explanatory note will aid the reader:
$1.00 equals 1 5/12 Thaler Pr. [i.e. Preussisch]
Courant; a Groschen (Gr. or Sgr. for Silber-
groschen) equals 1/30 Thaler or 1/10 Mark; $1.00
equals 1 Thaler 10 Silber groschen; a Pfennig
equals 1/10 Silber-groschen; 10 Silber-groschen
equal 1 mark; a Gulden (Florin) is usually equal to
2/3 of a Thaler (1852).— EDITOR.

‘See Diederich’s diary, Wisconsin Magazine of
History, vii, 218-237, 350-368.— EDITOR.

5For a detailed study of Newton township, in
which the Kremers bought their farm, see Joseph
Schafer, Wisconsin Domesday Book, Town
Studies i, 84-89.

6‘Mass’ equals 1-2 liter.

"Prussian ‘Scheffel’ before 1872 equalled 54.96
liter.

8According to letters received from .Pet;el’
Tendick this is correct. [ Remark by the pubhsher-]
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Housebarn Destined for
National Registry of Places

by Michael J. Sibilsky

Our special thanks is extended to Mr. Sibil-
sky and the Country Chronicle, May 2, 1984,
for granting permission to reprint this article.

A rare, nearly 130-year-old
housebarn, flanked by lilacs and
incorporating traditional German
“fachwerk” on Edith Lutze property in
the Manitowoec County town of
Centerville, is destined for the
National Register of Historic Places if
University of Wisconsin-Madison
landscape architect William Tishler
has his way.

And Tishler, who concentrates on
“vernacular” buildings, said he would
like to see the large, two-story plus attic
rectangular structure, which is
“significant as one of the best
surviving examples of an ancient form
of shelter for both people and beasts,”
qualify for an Historic Preservation
Tax Incentive through restoration.

The Lutze Housebarn, still in
“remarkably good condition” for its
years, needs to be preserved — along
with other picturesque, historical
buildings-for a number of reasons,
Tishler said.

“People have emotional and
psychological ties with their cultural
past, and preservation is important for
tourism.

“People not only come to Wisconsin
for our recreation areas, but also for the
graceful fields, sliced with fences and
interspersed with barns, sheds and
silos they can see along country roads.

“The Lutze Housebarn serves as an
unusual time capsule of how
immigrants from Wisconsin’s largest
ethnic group lived and coped with the
demands of early pioneer life.

“Rarely built in America, the
structure, off 13634 S. Union Road, is of
a type that has nearly disappeared
from the landscape. It’s a national
treasure, and it would be a tragedy not
to preserve it. There are only a dozen or
so of its kind still standing in the
nation,” Tishler said. “And only three
are known to be of fachwerk
construction.”

Tishler said that in fachwerk (half-
timber) construction, such as that
employed in the Lutze Housebarn,
settlers from Saxony fastened hewn
timbers into a framework and packed

the spaces with mud and bricks to
make a solid wall. Timbers were
mortised, tenoned and pegged together
with oak pins.

The housebarn idea (house on one
end and barn on the other) dates to
Neolithic times and actually is “a very
efficient housing technique,” Tishler
said, Humans protected the animals
from theft and exposure, and animals
gave the humans warmth.

The housebarn is like those which
were commonly constructed in
northeast Germany, because wood was
in short supply. And the lilacs, found
around many old rural buildings in
Wisconsin, were common early plants
because they were hardy, Tishler said.

The Lutze farmstead also includes a
vellow brick farmhouse (built in 1896),
a gable roof wood frame barn and a
garage among several trees.

The nearly 28-by-92 foot housebarn,
built in two sections, has large
diagonal braces to provide lateral
stability, and has wood clapboards
and sawn wood shingles — the latter
subsequently covered with sheet metal
roofing.

TEST OF TIME — With some exceptions, the Lutze Housebarn, in southern Manitowoe County, has weathered its more than 130 years of
existence “remarkably well,” according to University-Madison landscape architect William Tishler.



The first floor contains alarge stable
area for cattle (on the west end), while
the east half was built for human
occupation. There is an entry space
with stairways leading to both the
second floor and food storage cellar, a
living room, dining area and yellow
brickfloored kitchen.

On the second floor are four
bedrooms, a living room, grain storage
area and shelter for poultry and small
stock. Unfinished attic space was also
used for storage, and affords a viewofa
large, sundried clay brick chimney.

Hewn wood members are marked
with Roman numerals or another
numbering system incorporating
small, triangular carpenter marks
chiseled into the wood for correct final
assembly at the building site.

In the cellar, several hand-forged
metal hooks protrude from the walls,
on which meat and other food items
were hung.

Tishler noted that a nearly all of the
original woodwork and hardware
remains and the early grained finish
painted on the door and window
frames is clearly evident, as is the
unusual blue pattern sponged on the
plaster walls of several bedrooms.

The structure, Tishler wrote in his
nomination to the National Historic

Register of Historic Places Inventory,
contains scores of furniture items,
tools, implements and other artifacts
— many of which were handcrafted.

While common in many parts of
Europe, the housebarn never developed
as an accepted form of shelter among
many European immigrants.

But the structure was especially
suitable in areas with a harsh winter
climate.

Early examples allowed man and
livestock to intermingle freely in a
long, continuous sheltered space with
common entrance.

As housebarns evolved, a stove was
located in the living space for heating
and cooking.

Versions of the housebarn still
prevail in Europe. But in America,
because of the ready availability of
land, changing agricultural practices
and modernized attitudes toward
hygiene, housebarns were generally
not built.

“The Lutze Housebarn” represents a
rare and unusual American
combination of agricultural and
architectural traditions that have
direct origins, and important
relationships, to ancient farming
practices in Europe,” Tishler said.

While there are half-timber barns,

houses, granaries and other
outbuildings constructed by German
settlers in Manitowoe, Sheboygan,
Dodge and Ozaukee Counties, the
Lutze Housebarn ‘retains its basic
structural and functional integrity —
though obsolete for many years,”
Tishler said.

Tishler noted that on July 14, 1849,
John Gottlieb Lutze and his wife,
Frederica, purchased 80 acres in
Section 19 of Centerville Township.
According to family lore, they initially
built a crude log shelter. The
housebarn was believed erected about
1850.

The 1850 federal census indicates
Gottlieb was 40 years old, his wife was
32 and they had four children. Their
real estate was valued at $320.

“In 1874, Gottlieb sold the farm to his
son, August, who retained ownership
for 34 years. It was August, who built
the yellow brick house nearby in 1896.

“With the family no longer
occupying the housebarn, the living
quarters have been used during
ensuing years for storage and various
maintenance activities,” Tishler said.

The Lutze farm is now in its sixth
generation of family ownership.
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